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                                          Physiology and anatomy of the lungs 
The lungs are pyramid-shaped paired organs connected to the trachea by the left and right bronchi. Inferiorly, the lungs are bordered by the diaphragm, a flat dome shaped muscle at the base of the thoracic cavity and the lungs. Both lungs are encased in the pleurae. The left lung occupies smaller volume than the right which is shorter and wider, as the left lung has an indentation called the cardiac notch to accommodate the heart. (BC Open Textbooks, 2013)
The lungs perform the major function of gaseous exchange, requiring blood from the pulmonary circulation. Deoxygenated blood flowing through the lungs from the pulmonary artery, branching into arterioles and subsequently capillaries, picks up oxygen during the capillary exchange that takes place on the alveoli sacs as carbon IV oxide diffuses into the lungs for exhalation. Once the blood is oxygenated, it is drained out through the pulmonary veins through the hilum. (BC Open Textbooks, 2013)
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